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He assured her that he was not forsaking her cause: "For, as I have already done,
(if I shall be well used,) I shall never spare life nor gear in all your Majesty's honest
actions	
" I pray God, Madam, to send you a long and happy life, with better health and greater
contentment than hitherto	"
How he could expect her to have health or contentment in the seventeenth
year of her captivity, we may well wonder. And she replied by asking if he was
not himself influenced by persons who had more regard for their own
" commodity " than for the public service?
She was grieved, also, by the indifference of James: " I call God and all
Christian Princes to witness that I have done the duty of a good mother . . . ";
so he ought to be an " obedient son."1
In this letter (from " Wingfield, ce xiiij de Decembre 1584") Queen Mary
makes no promises; and shows natural resentment at being lectured,
The elaborate duplicity of the Master of Gray was not suspected by her; but
his cold comfort disposed her more and more to trust the counsels of the ardent
and emotional Thomas Morgan. Her hopes were fed by Mendoza, and we will
see her relying further upon Spain. Meanwhile, at the Court of Elizabeth, all
such as resented the prospect ot succession of the Queen of Scots, were watching
for a pretext to put the power of the law in motion against her. If not in one
way, then in another, they hoped to find her laying herself open to condemnation.
As Paget had rightly divined, the Oath of Association was meant to apply against
the captive Mary as well as to meet the machinations of King Philip.
To prevent any possible public misunderstanding, that new Oath was printed:
"An acte for frouision to be made for the suertie of the Queenes Maiesties most
Royal person, and the continuance of the Realme in peace"* The preamble asserted
i French.   Copy.   Cotton MS. Calig:  C.VIIL  f. 162.   (Op. cit. pp, 37-39).
2In a small folio B.L. volume, title within woodcut border: "Anno xxvii Reginae Elizabethan At
the Parliament begunne and holden at Westminster, the xxiij of Nouember, in the xxvii yeere of the
reigne of our most gracious Soueraigne Lady Elizabeth, by the Grace of God, of England, France,
and Ireland Queene, defender of the Faith, etc. and there continued vntill the xxix of March
following: To the high pleasure of Almightie God, and the weak publife of this Realm, were
enacted as followed. Imprinted at London by Christopher Barker, Printed to the Queenes most
excellent Maiestie. 1585"
At the end of Chap xxvii is the same woodcut of the Royal Arms which was subsequently used
for Lord Leicester's " Lawes & Ordinances of Wane!' See E.E., Vol. VI, p. 25. This is also repeated
in the Statute Book as a colophon, " Imprinted at London by Christopher Barker, Printer to the
Queenes most excellent Maiestie," &c.
In this Parliament there was " An Act for the Queenes Maiesties most gratious generall and free
pardon." After a discourse on her clemency and "courteous liberalitie," there ensue 9 pages of
exceptions,—such as burglars, robbers, rapes, counterfeiting coin, "Witchcrafts, Sorceries, Inchant-
ments and charmers," and publishers of "false seditious and slanderous bookes, libell or^libells,
against any person or persons" (this last in consequence of the libels against Lord Leicester).
Exempted from the General Pardon also were any persons who had fled out of the realm for treason,
or contrary to law.

